
Key Thought Number 5 

Love other Christians who go to different churches (or no church at all) and who aren't like 

you. Unfortunately, many Christian and churches view their "brand" of Christianity as the 

only true or most true type of Christianity. They may not think they are the only Christians, 

but they do think they are the best or most right ones. Then a prideful and sinful attitude 

arises that grieves Jesus and dismembers His body. Strive for unity in the body of Christ by 

praying humbly and thankfully for other Christians. 

The Holy Spirit 

First things first. The Holy Spirit is a member of the Trinity and as such is a person. The Spirit 

has attributes that only a person could have. He has intelligence (1 Cor 2:10-13), feelings (Eph 

4:30), and a will (1 Cor 12:11; Acts 16:6-12). He prays for us (Rom 8:26). He does miracles 

(Acts 8:39). He can be lied to (Acts 5:3). He can be insulted (Heb 10:29). He teaches and directs 

(John 14:26; Acts 8:29; Rom 8:14). Let’s look at two of these examples. In 1 Cor 12:11 Paul 

describes the Holy’s Spirit’s role in distributing spiritual gifts: “It is one and the same Spirit, 

distributing as he decides to each person, who produces all these things” (1 Cor 12:11). Here the 

Holy Spirit is seen “deciding” what gifts to gift to each person. In other words, the Holy Spirit 

has a will, which is one characteristic of a person. In Acts 5:3 the Holy Spirit is directly equated 

with God. Here in the early formation of the church Peter is rebuking two individuals who state 

that they had given more than they actually had: “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled 

your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back for yourself part of the proceeds from the sale of 

the land? Before it was sold, did it not belong to you? And when it was sold, was the money not 

at your disposal? How have you thought up this deed in your heart? You have not lied to people 

but to God!’” (Acts 5:3-4). Notice two aspects about these verses. The first is that the Holy Spirit 

is lied to. This means that the Holy Spirit is personal. You cannot lie to a table or to electricity 

because it is not a person. The second aspect is that lying to the Holy Spirit is equated with lying 

to God. This means that the Holy Spirit is God. 
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Old Testament prophecies looked for the day when the Holy Spirit would be widely available 

(Ezekiel 36:25-27; Jeremiah 31:31-34) — when the Messiah came (Isaiah 11:1-16; 61:1-

11; Joel 2:28-32). 

Jesus was uniquely filled with the Holy Spirit and was destined to completely immerse 

people in Him (John 1:32-34; 7:37-39). That happened at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). In contrast 

to Old Testament days, the Spirit now lives in all believers (1 Cor 6:19); he does not 

withdraw from us, but remains with us to personally lead us and empower our life of service 

(Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit has been given to believers to empower and teach them. The New 

Testament writers encouraged believers to pray 'In The Spirit" and Paul even said that when 

we don't know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit prays for us! Romans 8:26 "And the Holy 

Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. 

But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words." 

The fruit of the Spirit 

The Holy Spirit enters our lives at conversion (Galatians 4:6). He then sets to work getting 

good fruit to grow in the garden of our lives (Galatians 5:22-24). As the branches stay in the 

vine, the sap of God’s Spirit slowly but surely produces fruit (John 15:1-5). We cannot make 

these fruits of character, but we can prevent them if we grieve or quench the Spirit (Ephesians 

4:30;1 Thessalonians 5:19). 

The gifts of the Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is a great giver. He inspired the Scriptures to be written (2 Peter 1:21), he 

participated in the incarnation of Jesus (Luke 1:35). He also equips the people of God to live 

the life of heaven here on earth (1 Corinthians 12:4-13; Romans 12:3-13). His supreme aim is 

to make us like Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). The work of the Holy Spirit is to develop us as 

effective ambassadors of Christ in this fallen world. Recognising that life is not primarily 

'about me' may come as a shock to some. The sense of responsibility should only increase our 

desire to rely on the Holy Spirit to lead us, after all, on our own we can do nothing. Wouldn't 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ez+36%3A25-27&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jer+31%3A31-34&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+11%3A1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+61%3A1-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+61%3A1-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joel+2%3A28-32&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A32-34&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A37-39&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A1-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+6%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-24&version=NLT
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2015.1-5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph+4%3A30&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph+4%3A30&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+thess+5%3A19&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+1%3A21&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A35&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12%3A4-13&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+12%3A3-13&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+3%3A18&version=NLT


it be wonderful if there was a special way of praying that cut through all our mental 

gymnastics and supernaturally provided an intimacy with God that changed us? 

An excellent video that unpacks the gifts is by Mark Rutland, check it out here. 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

When the Holy Spirit filled the disciples on the day of Pentecost they all began to pray in 

languages they did not know. People from from all parts of the known world gathering in 

Jerusalem heard them declaring the praises of God in their own tongue. As we unlock 

scripture to inform us in doctrine, we discover that this was not the only type of 'language 

gift' in operation. Sometimes in a gathering of Christians someone would speak out as the 

Holy Spirit led them and someone else would be given the interpretation. This was a unique 

supernatural gifting that the holy Spirit brought about on willing disciples (1 Corinthians 

12:10-11).  But wait! There is more... Paul goes on in a later chapter to discuss what appears 

to be a private prayer language that God had blessed disciples with. In the passage he is 

outlining how prophecy is more valuable in the church worship context because it brings 

illumination to people's hearts, but inadvertently he is making a case for every believer to 

utilize their own prayer language (1 Corinthians 14:1-5). A little later in the passage Paul 

explains the concept further that praying in tongues is where my spirit prays to God and not 

my mind. He encourages us to pray with our understanding as well as our spirit (1 

Corinthians 14:14-15). 
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