
Key Thought Number 4 

God cares for your whole life, not just your "spiritual Life." It is a mistake to think that God 

is only concerned about a section of your life called "your soul" or "your spirit." God cares 

about and is to be Lord of all of your life- personal, emotional, social, financial, physical, 

vocational, sexual, intellectual, and so on. 

The Bible 

Throughout this course we have used scripture to under-gird and clarify what we believe 

about God, and how humanity’s relationship with him can be restored. This session is to 

answer two questions: What do we believe about the collection of scriptures themselves; and 

secondly, how do we glean from the scriptures for our own growth as Christians? 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books, written by around 40 authors in 3 languages over a 

period of more than 1200 years. It contains a wide variety of literary genres, yet it has an 

amazing unity of outlook and purpose. This is because it is uniquely “God-breathed” (2 

Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:21) and designed to give the truth about God throughout all time 

(Matthew 5:18; Mark 13:31). It is not primarily a history book or a textbook or a handbook of 

ethics, though it contains elements of all three. It has a single main theme: God’s intervention 

into our world to rescue us from our self-centeredness. In a word, it is about salvation. Pick 

up the Bible and open it about two thirds of the way through. This is about where the Old 

Testament finishes (after Malachi) and where the New Testament begins (at Matthew). The 

Old Testament is all about God's dealings with the people of Israel and covers history from 

the beginning, through to how he established them as a nation. God chose a people to be the 

'apple of his eye' in order that the whole world may see his majesty. God sovereignly led 

Israel out of slavery in Egypt and established them in their own land. Throughout this time he 

foreshadowed a coming Messiah, or saviour- a King who would bring in everlasting peace 

through an eternal, godly kingdom.  

The New Testament covers only about 70 years, beginning at the birth of Jesus Christ. In fact 

the four documents that detail his life mainly focus on the week leading up to his death and 
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resurrection. These are called 'Gospels' which means 'Good News' in the language they were 

written in,(Greek). Luke, the writer of one of the Gospels continues the history into the birth 

of the church after the resurrection of Jesus. In Acts we read about the conversion of Saul, a 

Jewish religious scholar who then starts to go by his Roman name, Paul, and writes a heap of 

letters (Epistles- again the Greek word)...to churches and individuals, in order to encourage, 

train, chasten and inspire. Finally, one of Jesus closest disciples, who was only a teenager 

during Jesus life, and who wrote the last of the Gospels, penned the book of Revelation while 

in a dungeon Island prison for his unswerving confession of Jesus as Messiah! This book is 

the record of amazing visions he had and is all about the last days leading up to and including 

the return of Jesus to the earth. It is written in the style of the apocalyptic literature of his time 

and reads like a surreal horror movie! 

“In the Old Testament, we see Christ in prophecy. 

In the Gospels, we see Christ in history. 

In Acts, we see Christ in the Church. 

In the Epistles, we see Christ in our experience. 

In Revelation , we see Christ in His coming glory.” 

(Missler, C. Learn the Bible in 24 hours) 

  

Three interlocking aspects to the Bible. 

Inspiration. This deals with the origin of the Bible. As just mentioned, we believe that God 

‘breathed out the words of the Bible using human writers as the vehicle. 



Infallibility. This speaks of the authority and enduring nature of the Bible. To be infallible 

means that something is incapable of failing and therefore is permanently binding and cannot 

be broken. Peter said, “…the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:23-25) and 

therefore its authority cannot be broken. When addressing a difficult passage, Jesus said, 

“…the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35a) In fact he said, “One jot or one tittle will be 

no means pass away from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). 

Inerrancy. This simply means the Bible is without error. It’s the belief in the total 

truthfulness and reliability of God’s words” (Grudem, Systematic Theology, Intervarsity, 

2004, 90). Jesus said, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17). This inerrancy isn’t just in the 

passages that speak about salvation, but also applies to all historical and scientific statements 

as well. It is not only accurate in matters related to faith and practice, but it is accurate and 

without error regarding any statement at all. 

Here is some more information on Inerrancy. 

Here is a great 50 minute clip by Josh McDowell on the reliability of scripture. 

Why read it? 

See what it claims to do for us… 

It is a mirror (James 1:22-25) to show us what we are like. 

It is a sword to be used in times of temptation (Ephesians 6:17). 

It is a hammer to break us down (Jeremiah 23:29). 

It is sweet as honey, nourishing as milk or meat (Ezekiel 3:3; 1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:12-14). 

It can cleanse us, guide us, give us peace and wisdom (Psalm 119:9, 105, 165;Proverbs 4:4-

6). 
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No wonder we cannot grow without it (Psalm 119:162; Joshua 1:8-9; 2 Timothy 3:14-17). 

It is the key way of keeping of discerning God's will (John 15:7). 

How to read it? 

Get a Bible you can value: a modern translation is probably best. Get some Bible reading 

notes to help you (e.g., Daily Bread, or Daily Notes). Later branch out on character studies, 

word studies, studies of great themes or of a whole book. But keep it regular. 

Download a free audio version of the Bible to listen to in the car! 

Apply it to yourself. Look for a promise to claim, a command to obey, new light to rejoice in, 

a warning to heed, a prayer to use, and/or an example to follow. Ask yourself: (a) What did 

this mean to the original recipients? and (b) How does it apply to me? Then turn what you 

have found into prayer and thanksgiving. 

Verses to learn 

Learn Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and light for my path.” 

Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning 

the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all 

are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 

Bible study section 

The Bible passage for study is Acts 8:26-40. 

      1.    What was the traveller doing as he rode along? Why did he need help? 
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2.    How did Philip help him? What might be the modern equivalent of the help Philip 

offered? 

3.    What effect did his dawning understanding of God’s truth have on the Ethiopian’s 

life? 

4.    What effect should a fresh understanding of the Bible have on us as we expose 

ourselves to it? 

5.    Where does the Holy Spirit come into all this? 

  

Daily quiet times 

Turn to God 

Find a quiet place and time when you can be alone, and then try to set aside the business and 

distractions of the day in order to focus your mind on God, his truth and his goodness. 

Remember that he loves you and wants to communicate with you, and that he is not trying to 

make the whole thing difficult! He is with you and only wants to see you open yourself to 

him. 

Turn to the Bible 

Using the Bible reading notes you have been given, open the Bible at the passage for the day. 

Read it through carefully, preferably twice — once to get the feel of it, and once more 

carefully to pick up the details. Ask yourself what new truths this passage teaches you and 

what particular relevance it has to your own life. See if there is a promise, a warning, an 

example, a prayer you could use. 

Turn to your notebook 



Without spending too much time, jot down in a notebook the main truths and lessons that 

have struck you from the passage as you think about it and mull it over. 

Turn to your notes 

At this point — and not sooner — have a look at the Bible reading notes you are using, as 

they will probably help you with background information, difficult questions, and 

suggestions for personal application. Read them through, and if necessary make more notes 

in your notebook. 

Turn to prayer 

Remember, this is a conversation with a Friend! Turn your heart to God and (silently or out 

loud) talk over with him the Scripture passage you have been studying, thanking him for new 

light and praying for help to implement any suggestions for your daily life that you may have 

received. Then you can turn to other needs, personal matters, family, friends, work, the needs 

of the church, and other issues on your mind. This may not take long to begin with, but the 

list of people you care about is likely to grow, so you may need a separate page or two in 

your notebook to jot down people you don’t want to forget to pray for. 

Turn to the day 

Choose from the Bible passage a few words you have found helpful, and take them with you 

into the day. You may find yourself returning to them as the day wears on, and that will lift 

your eyes to the Lord. 

 


