
Key thought number 3 

Don't trample all over the Great Commandment (love God, love people) trying to obey the 

Great Commission (go and make disciples). New and enthusiastic Christians often do this. 

Instead, lead people to Jesus by loving people to Jesus (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). If they ask you 

why you live the way you do, humbly and simply share with them why you put your hope in 

Jesus. 

Session 3   Christian Assurance 

When we have come to know Christ (Philippians 3:10), received him (Revelation 3:20; John 

1:12), or come to him (John 6:37) — pictures of a fresh relationship with God through Christ 

Jesus — we need to know where we stand. You cannot build a satisfactory house on an 

insecure foundation. Before we begin to examine the foundation of our relationship with God 

let's consider for a minute what we meaning when we say 'assurance'. Assurance is not the 

same as certainty. Although we all seek certainty, there are in fact very few things in this life 

we can be absolutely certain of. We can have a level of confident assurance that our spouse 

will remain with us throughout our life, but can we be certain? When it comes to the reality 

of God and the hope of everlasting life, we can have confident assurance of salvation, but due 

to our limitations as human beings, we are unable to have certainty. In effect while in this 

world certainty weakens faith, because faith is the confidence that what we hope for will 

actually happen. Faith might best be described as 'action based on belief'. By faith we accept 

what God has done through Christ aside from our feelings or our failures. It is our faith that 

brings us to our knees to ask forgiveness when get it wrong. It is faith that causes us to cry 

out to God for strength and his leading each day. 

Watch this little film on the difference between Assurance and Certainty. 

The foundation of our confident assurance 

It is important to remember that our relationship with God through Christ is not based on our 

feelings, or our goodness at all. Think about a marriage for a minute. A covenant is made 
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between a man and a woman, voluntarily entered into for life. Throughout the lifetime of the 

couple, feelings for one another will naturally wax and wane. Also at time one or other of the 

people will fail because of their inherent brokenness. Nevertheless the foundation is a 

covenant; a commitment that keeps the relationship going.  

The glorious thing about the New Covenant is that it is between the Father and the Son! This 

is why it is so perfect and will never fail; it is not based on your performance or feelings but 

on an eternal foundation within God Himself! *See appendix for more information*. This 

is why the New Testament emphasises so often the reality that Christians are IN CHRIST 

(Romans 6:11; 6:23; 8:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 1:21; 5:17-19; Galatians 

2:20; 3:14; Ephesians 1:3; 2:5-10; 2:13; 3:6; 4:32; Philippians 3:14;Colossians 2:6; 3:3; 2 

Timothy 3:12; 1 John 5:20. At the end of the letter to the Romans, Paul lists various people 

with whom he has ministered. Count how many times he uses the phrase 'In Christ'. Our 

assurance is based on the fact that we are in Christ. Christ is the perfect second person of the 

trinity and so our salvation is based on his deal with the Father and not our own good works- 

or absence of bad works. 

Scripture answers our deepest concerns... 

Can I be sure I am accepted? (John 6:37). 

What if I don’t feel saved? (1 John 3:19-20). 

Will God hold my past failures against me? (Romans 8:1). 

When I fail, do I get thrown out of the Christian family? (1 John 1:9). 

Can I keep it up? (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

How can I overcome temptation? (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Three grounds for confidence, which will grow with experience: 
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What the Father promises us (1 John 5:10-12). 

What the Son achieved for us (1 John 4:10; 1 Peter 3:18). 

What the Spirit does in us (1 John 4:13). 

Fruit on your limbs lets you know you are his. 

What does the Spirit begin to grow in the garden of our lives, once he has been planted there? 

Gradually we shall find clear marks of his presence if we have asked him to be active in us. 

They will not all come at once or in any special order, but they will come! We are not saved 

on the basis of fruit that we produce, nevertheless, fruit will be produced and it won't be 

something you have developed yourself. This adds to assurance because you begin to accept 

the truth that God is at work within you both to will and to do for his good pleasure. 

In Galatians 5, Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit with whom we have been sealed, actually 

begins the process of developing spiritual fruit in our lives and it is our job to hold onto it or 

bear it. 

John lets us know guideposts to increased assurance of salvation. These are not a way of 

subtly bringing in a salvation by works. Indeed, the mechanics of sanctification (or growing 

in holiness) are very different under grace. Grace says, "you are saved as you are, now learn 

my unforced rhythms in your life." The Holy Spirit will bring about fruit gradually and show 

you how to hold onto it.  

These are all found in his John's letter. 

A new desire to please God (2:5). 

A new assurance of pardon (2:1-2). 

A new willingness to face opposition (3:13). 
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A new delight in the company of fellow Christians (3:14). 

A new generosity of spirit (3:17). 

A new experience of victory over temptations (5:4). 

A new discovery of answers to prayer (3:22). 

A new understanding and set of priorities (5:20-21). 

We are not meant to guess or hope that we belong; we are meant to be sure of it (5:12-13). 

Verse to learn 

 1 John 5:12: “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” 

Bible study section 

The Bible passage for study is Acts 9:1-22. 

Much of the story of Saul’s conversion was unique, but much applies to every person who 

discovers Jesus for himself. 

Saul of Tarsus was intelligent, religious, virtuous, enthusiastic and sincere. Surely a person 

like that needs no conversion, then or now? 

Later on Saul called his conversion “an example” (1 Timothy 1:16). In what ways is this 

true? 

Was any “Ananias” a help to you in your discovery of Jesus? 
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What differences began to be seen in Saul’s life to convince him and others that the change 

was real? 

What struck you most in this story? 

 

 

Appendix.  

New Covenant is between the Father and the Son 

This material has been gleaned from disruptingculture.com 

1. No New Testament writer speaks of us as being in a covenant relationship 

with God. At least when Old Testament Israel was brought into a covenant 

relationship with God, they knew it was happening. In Exodus 19-20 (as well as 

Deuteronomy 5) we see the record of obligations and Kinship covenant ceremony 

ratified. Then in Deuteronomy 27 we see the people responding “amen” at length in 

regard to the Vassal covenant. Yet the New Covenant isn’t mentioned until the Last 

Supper, and Jesus doesn’t ratify the covenant with His disciples at the dinner, He 

simply announces that He will be making a New Covenant. There is no covenant 

blood-shedding ceremony, which takes place. 

 

2. The Ark of the Covenant between the Father and Son is in Heaven 

(Revelation 11:19). As we learned about how tribes had arks, which housed their 

covenants, here we find that the New Covenant ark is in heaven, where no earth-

bound human had access. This is why Hebrews 9:11-28 tells us about Jesus going 

into the heavenly tabernacle to seal the New Covenant with the Father in His blood. 

If the Father were making a renewed old covenant, Jesus would have put His blood 

on the old Ark of the Old Covenant. And if the Father were making the New 

Covenant with the Church, then He would have to give us a new physical ark upon 

the earth. Yet because the New Covenant happens between God the Father and 

God the Incarnate Son, They keep the Ark to themselves and put His blood upon it 

once and for all. 

 

3. We receive our benefit not specifically by covenant, but by inheritance. “For 

this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance- now that he has died as a ransom to set 

them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.” Hebrews 9:15 



Jesus and the Father made a covenant, and then by marriage (Romans 7:1-6) we 

received all that Christ received by covenant as our inheritance through His death, 

and then He came back from the dead to join us and make sure we got by 

inheritance everything He willed to us. 

 

4. We see a clear example of covenant language in John 17:10, “All I have is 

yours, and all you have is mine.” As Harold Eberle writes in his forthcoming work, 

Father-Son Theology, “The Hebraic understanding of covenant entails two parties 

joining their lives. The covenant means that what one person owns the other person 

owns. This is similar to a modern marriage in which two people share all 

possessions. If a woman has a million dollar debt before she gets married, her 

husband will have a million dollar debt after they get married. (Page 442-443)” 

Therefore John 17:10 is an extremely clear indicator of Covenant Language between 

the Father and Son. 

 

5. In Hebrews 8:8, 10 we see a quote from the prophet Jeremiah regarding the 

coming New Covenant which he says will be with Israel and Judah. For the 

Dispensationalist mind, this is a stumbling block because this is read as physical-

literal Israel of the Old Testament. Yet that is not how the writer of Hebrews uses the 

quote from Jeremiah 31:31-34. Although the quote is in Hebrews 8:8-12, I will 

abbreviate the surrounding context so that we can see what the writer of Hebrews is 

doing and why he includes this Jeremiah quote: 

Hebrews 8:1-2 Jesus is a greater high priest 

 

Hebrews 8:3-5 Jesus serves in heaven not in the earthly tabernacle, which was a 

copy and shadow of the greater reality 

 

Hebrews 8:6 Jesus’ Priesthood ministry is far superior to the Levites, even as His 

covenant is far superior to their old covenant 

 

Hebrews 8:7 If there was nothing wrong with the old covenant, He wouldn’t have 

replaced it 

 



Hebrews 8:8-9 The human component was the problem with the old covenant. By 

the end of verse nine we see that the people were not faithful and God turned away 

from them. 

 

Hebrews 8:10-13 He lays out the rest of what the New Covenant will look like 

 

Hebrews 9:1-10 The old covenant system and tabernacle was a shadow of 

examples which pointed to the reality in Christ. The external only held until the new 

order came 

 

Hebrews 9:11-14 Christ created the New Covenant with the Father by His perfect 

blood in the heavenly tabernacle. 

 

Hebrews 9:15 Jesus is the mediator that received the New Covenant similar to how 

Moses was the mediator that received the old covenant, yet the New Covenant 

people are not partners, we are named as inheritors. 

 

Hebrews 9:16-28 Jesus died to give us the inheritance (vs 16-17), then went into 

heaven to appear to God on our behalf (vs 24). 

 

The fact is that the writer of Hebrews is pulling from Jeremiah to say that a New 

Covenant was coming, but then He spends his time disregarding the failed old 

system, which has been replaced by Jesus’ New Covenant system of perfect 

cleansing and forgiveness. To take the quote from Jeremiah and force a literal 

reading is to abuse what the writer of Hebrews is actually doing. 


