
Key Thought Number 7 

Focus on Jesus, his cross, his resurrection, and his kingdom. When you confessed Jesus as the 

living Lord and Messiah, you never said- and will never say anything more meaningful. Jesus 

is God with skin. No other "religious leader" (Moses, Buddha, Muhammad) is his equal. 

They were mere men; Jesus is God who became man. He is the centre and circumference; the 

hub and the rim of all of life and creation.  

Church 

Christian living is not an isolated affair but a matter of belonging with others in God’s 

alternative society, the church. The church has a bad image in many people’s eyes, but the 

Bible presents something much better than the stereotype. When the letters of the New 

Testament were written, the Greek word used to describe what we know as the church was 

the word, "Ekklesia" which comes from two words "Ek" meaning OUT and "Kaleo" meaning 

"CALLED". This brings clarity to what the church is supposed to be all about. We are a 

people who are Called Out by Someone, For Something. There is an inherent purpose in all 

this and it is to share the "Gospel" which means Good News, to everyone everywhere. This 

Good News is all about acceptance that is available through God's grace and mercy. It is less 

about waiting for an escape to another heavenly realm but more focused on bringing God's 

Just and Loving Kingdom to this broken world through a community of people on the road to 

restoration themselves.   

Images of the church 

Each of these images emphasizes a different aspect of Christian belonging. What do those 

images imply? 

 The family of God (Galatians 4:4-7; Ephesians 2:17-19). 

 The bride of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:1-3; Ephesians 5:25-33; Revelation 21:2-4). 

 The temple of the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19). 

 The colony of heaven (Philippians 3:17-21). 
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 The body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-28; Romans 12:1-14). 

 God’s army (Ephesians 6:10-20). 

Functions of the church 

Worship — our responsibility to God. 

Fellowship — our responsibility to one another. 

Witness and Service — our responsibility to the world for which Christ died. 

Read 1 Peter 2:1-12 and see how all three functions interlock. 

The unity of the church 

Jesus prayed for his followers to be one (John 17:20-21), and from very early on the church 

had trouble with the concept (1 Corinthians 1:10-13). Human frailty and particular emphases 

led to denominations. Though God hates division in his people, much of the denominational 

differences are superficial; there is a God-given unity among all Christians (Ephesians 4:4-6). 

We must seek to bring that unity into better expression. 

The New Testament does not divide the clergy (religious officials) from the laity (non 

officials). The church is a one-class society, transcending all barriers of sex, education, class 

and nationality (Ephesians 2:14-18; Galatians 3:28). It knows no differing status among 

Christians, only differing functions (Ephesians 4:11-12). Love is the bond that should unite 

us all (Colossians 3:14). 

The church is both universal (Matthew 16:18) and local (for example, Colossians 1:2). It is 

both invisible and visible. Repentance and faith are the gateway into God’s invisible church 

(1 Peter 2:4), and baptism is the the outward symbol of the inward change confirming 

membership(Acts 16:30-31). If you have not been baptised, you should request it (Matthew 

28:19; Galatians 3:26-27). And you should participate in the Lord’s Supper, which Jesus 
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commanded for his followers in memory of his death, as a means of growing in his grace, and 

as a foretaste of heaven (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

Verse to learn 

Learn 1 Corinthians 12:27: “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 

it.” 

Bible study section 

The Bible passage for study is Hebrews 10:23-25. 

1. What would be a good way of discovering the what the promise is mentioned in verse 23? 

2. How might the church function to help people hold tightly to the promise? 

3. What are some ways we can motivate each other toward acts of love and good works? 

4. Why do you think people were neglecting meeting together. 
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